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Motivation

The Vernetzte Korrespondenzen (engl. Networked
Correspondences) project...

investigates the correspondences and social networks of
German scholars which went into exile during Nazi
Germany

processes four-“dimensional” data:

Who wrote a letter to whom?
When was a letter written?
From where to where was a letter sent?
What were the topics of a letter?

tries to answer questions like

How did specific topics spread in time and space?
How did the authors deal with the Nazi seizure of power?
How did they socialize?
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Motivation

But before we can start to
investigate, to process, and to
answer questions, someone has
to capture the metadata of all
the letters in our corpus
according to our four
dimensions.
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Motivation

So, who wants to do it? Nobody?
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Motivation

How can we improve that?
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The Right Tool for the Job

Our goals/requirements

Entering metadata should be...

simple: accept unformatted input as far as possible

accurate: entries have to be correct and unambiguous

focused: no more input fields than necessary

intuitive: nobody likes reading manuals

aided: the system offers suggestions or provides context

fast: it’s a large corpus
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The Right Tool for the Job

The biggest challenge

Simplicity Accuracy
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The Right Tool for the Job

A demonstration.
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The Right Tool for the Job

Example: A letter from Edgar Allan Poe
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Conclusion

Outlook / Next steps

As stated earlier, this is a proof-of-concept application.

Things on our to-do list:

support for the fourth dimension (“what”)
multiple recipients; organizations as correspondents
customizable inputs
configurable relevance ranking
more output formats (JSON, XML, RDF, OA, etc.)
availability as a web-service endpoint
provide a programming interface (API)
...
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What do you think?
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